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Bethlehem University Foundation is Going on Pilgrimage 

(20 December 2017) Bethlehem University Foundation announces the launch of “The Way to 

Bethlehem” Camino Campaign built around the 40-day pilgrimage on the 800-kilometer 

(nearly 500 miles) Camino de Santiago de Compostela. The Camino begins in St Jean Pied 

de Port, France, on 18 May 2018 and ends as the pilgrims enter the Cathedral of Santiago 

de Compostela, on 27 June 2018. The goal of the Campaign is to generate a global 

awareness and support for Bethlehem University. 

Bethlehem University is a Catholic co-educational institution whose mission is to provide 

higher education in the Holy Land and serve as a center for the advancement, sharing, and 

use of knowledge. The focus of this Campaign is to: 

• Raise awareness of the unique mission and contributions made by Bethlehem 

University in its ministry of educating Palestinian young adults. 

• Raise awareness of the challenges faced by the students of Bethlehem University in 

their pursuit of higher education. 

• Allow men and women of all faiths to join in prayerful support of Bethlehem University. 

• Generate financial support for Bethlehem University. 

A joint venture between the Holy See (Vatican) and the De La Salle Christian Brothers, and 

the only Catholic/Christian university in the Holy Land, Bethlehem University stands as one 

of the few remaining hopes for maintaining the dwindling Christian community. With 

educational programs like nursing, hotel management, and tourism, the University equips a 

future generation of Palestinian Christians with the tools they need to find employment in the 

Holy Land. As the largest employer in Bethlehem, with a majority Christian workforce, 

Bethlehem University provides the material support needed for that community to remain in 

the Holy Land. 

Bethlehem University is much more than a center of learning for Christians. With a student 

population that is approximately 25% Christian and 75% Muslim, Bethlehem University 

serves as a place of encounter and dialogue between the members of the two faith groups. 

It provides support to the whole community via quality education and Lasallian formation and 

exemplifies Pope Francis’ call of service to all of our brothers and sisters on the peripheries. 

Ghassan Salameh, a successful Palestinian-American, will undertake this 40-day pilgrimage 

in his capacity as a member of the Board of Directors of Bethlehem University Foundation. 

Bethlehem University Foundation is the U.S. registered not-for-profit corporation entrusted 

with the sole mission of supporting and promoting Bethlehem University. 

Born in Lebanon into a Christian-Palestinian refugee family, Ghassan attended UNRWA 

elementary schools and high school at the Vatican sponsored Papal Mission for Palestinian 

Refugees. The support he received through the generosity of others reinforced in him the 
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importance of Catholic education/formation and the critical role it plays in providing 

opportunities for young people. His personal experience has led Ghassan to support 

Bethlehem University. 

Ghassan is a strong believer in the mission and vision of the University and the role it plays 

in positively shaping and improving the lives of young men and women in the Holy Land. 

For those who would like to support Bethlehem University and Ghassan’s pilgrimage, you can 

do so in many ways: 

• Get involved online or in person  

• Donate - Sponsor miles of the journey 

• Join Ghassan for a portion of the 40 days  

• Join Bethlehem University Foundation’s sponsored pilgrimage on the last 100 

kilometers into Santiago de Compostela 

• Follow Ghassan’s journey by going to the website: www.thewaytobethlehem.org  

• Follow “The Way to Bethlehem” on:  

o Facebook 

o Twitter 

o Instagram 

o Snapchat 

o LinkedIn 

o YouTube  

o Google + 

o Baaz.com 

o Allmuze.com 

• See the video on the campaign here. 

 

About Bethlehem University: 

Jointly founded by the Vatican and the De La Salle Christian Brothers, Bethlehem University 

annually enrolls more than 3,300 students in bachelor, master, and professional diploma 

programs. A Catholic co-educational institution, the University is the only Catholic/Christian 

university in the Holy Land. The University's mission is to provide quality higher education to 

the people of the Holy Land and to serve them in its role as a center for the advancement, 

sharing, and use of knowledge. To learn more about Bethlehem University, visit 

https://www.bethlehem.edu/ 

About Bethlehem University Foundation: 

The Bethlehem University Foundation is the U.S. registered not-for-profit organization 

entrusted with the sole mission of supporting and promoting Bethlehem University. The 

Foundation is a means for United States citizens to make a tax-deductible donation in 

support of Bethlehem University. To learn more about the Foundation, visit www.bufusa.org 

or follow the Foundation on Facebook via "Bethlehem University Foundation" 

To learn more about the Camino Campaign, visit www.TheWayToBethlehem.org  

http://www.thewaytobethlehem.org/donate-2/
http://www.thewaytobethlehem.org/join-the-pilgrimage/
http://www.thewaytobethlehem.org/join-the-pilgrimage/
http://www.thewaytobethlehem.org/
https://www.facebook.com/thewaytobethlehem/
https://twitter.com/WayToBethlehem
https://www.instagram.com/thewaytobethlehem/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/waytobethlehem
http://www.linkedin.com/in/thewayto-bethlehem
http://www.linkedin.com/in/thewayto-bethlehem
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1ZPPPQg_7N0dDd9RfM6JYw?view_as=subscriber
https://plus.google.com/111303699749206816747
https://www.baaz.com/
https://www.allmuze.com/discover
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQ2JGVnZLZk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.bethlehem.edu/
https://goo.gl/ksmhj3
https://goo.gl/8Hd9Pj
http://www.thewaytobethlehem.org/

